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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6363

St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Swecker and Cke)

Read first tine 02/ 10/ 98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to elimnating fish passage barriers; anendi ng RCW
75.50. 160; adding a new section to chapter 75.50 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 79.38 RCW creating new sections; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and decl ares that:

(1) There are over two thousand barriers to fish passage at road
crossings throughout the state, blocking fish access to as nuch as
three thousand |linear mles of freshwater spawni ng and rearing habitat;

(2) Correcting barriers to fish passage can be a cost-effective way
of restoring habitat for threatened and endanger ed sal non and st eel head
popul ati ons; and

(3) There is a need to address known priority barriers i nmedi ately,
and over tine, develop a conprehensive system to inventory and
prioritize barriers on a state-w de basis.

Sec. 2. RCW75.50.160 and 1997 c 389 s 6 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) The department and the departnment of transportation shall
convene a fish passage barrier renoval task force. The task force
shall consist of one representative each from the departnent, the
departnent of transportation, the departnment of ecology, tribes,
cities, counti es, a business organization, an environnent al
organi zation, regional fisheries enhancenent groups, and other
interested entities as deened appropriate by the cochairs. The persons
representing the departnent and the departnent of transportation shal
serve as cochairs of the task force and shall appoint menbers to the
task force. The task force shall make recommendati ons to expand the
programin RCW75.50.170 to identify and expedite the renoval of human-
made or caused inpedinents to anadronous fish passage in the nost

efficient manner practical. Program reconmmendations shall include a
fundi ng nmechani sm and other necessary nechanisns to coordinate and
prioritize state, tribal, local, and volunteer efforts wthin each

wat er resource inventory area. A priority shall be given to projects
that i medi ately i ncrease access to avail abl e and i nproved spawni ng and
rearing habitat for depressed, threatened, and endangered stocks. The
departnent or the departnent of transportation may contract wwth cities
and counties to assist inthe identification and renoval of inpedi nents
to anadronous fish passage.

A report on the recommendations to develop a programto identify
and renove fish passage barriers and any additional |egislative action
needed to inplenent the programshall be submtted to the appropriate
standing commttees of the legislature no |l ater than Decenber 1, 1997.
After recommendations are reported to the legislature, inplenentation
of the recommendations shall comence under oversight of the task
force. For inplenentation, the task force shall also include one
representative each from the departnent of natural resources, the
departnment of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, the state
conservation comm ssion, the county road adm nistration board, and the
school of marine affairs of the University of Washington. |In addition,
there shall be four legislative nenbers, one appointed fromeach of the
two | argest caucuses in the house of representatives and in the senate,
appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives and the
president of the senate, respectively.

(2) The task force shall oversee:

(a) Dissem nating a standardi zed net hodol ogy for inventorying fish
passage barriers;
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(b) Prioritization of fish passage projects, i ncl udi ng
consideration of short-term priorities for barrier correction on a
state-wi de basis in the absence of conplete inventory information

(c) Devel opnent of a conprehensive state-w de data base of fish
barriers;

(d) Devel oprment of criteria for ranking and evaluating fish passage
grant projects that apply for funding through the programauthorized in
section 3 of this act; and

(e) Review and approval of grant applications for fish passage
projects that apply for funding through the program authorized in
section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 75.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent of transportation, through its transaid service
center, is authorized to admnister a grant program to assist state
agenci es, |l ocal governnents, private | andowners, tribes, and vol unt eer
groups in identifying and renoving inpedinments to anadronous fish

passage. The program shall be admnistered consistent with the
fol | ow ng:
(a) Eligible projects include corrective projects, inventory,

assessnment, and prioritization efforts;

(b) Projects shall be subject to a conpetitive application process;

(c) Priority shall be given to projects that imediately increase
access to available and inproved spawning and rearing habitat for
depressed, threatened, and endangered stocks. Priority shall also be
given to project applications that are coordinated with other efforts
w thin a watershed;

(d) Al projects shall be reviewed and approved by the fish passage
barrier renmoval task force; and

(e) A match of at |east twenty-five percent per project shall be
required. For local, private, and volunteer projects, in-kind
contributions may be counted toward the match requirenent.

(2) The departnent of transportation shall proceed expeditiously in
i npl ementing the grant program during the 1998 summer construction
season.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 4. By January 1, 1999, the fish passage barrier
removal task force shall report to the legislature on its progress in
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i npl enenting the provisions in sections 2 and 3 of this act. The
report shall also include recommendations on future governance and
adm ni strative structures to coordinate |ocal, state, and private fish
passage correction projects and to admnister state fish passage
grants.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 79.38 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment of natural resources shall begin conprehensive
i nventory and assessnent of fish passage barriers on departnent - mranaged
| ands t hroughout the state commencing in June 1999. By Decenber 1
1998, the departnent shall report to the legislature on the scope of
the inventory project, estimated costs to conplete the inventory, and
an estimate of how long it will take to conplete the inventory and
prioritization. The report shall also include a proposed |ong-term
fundi ng pl an to support both inventory and fi sh passage correcti on work
on departnment-nmanaged | ands in the future.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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